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There has been a certain uproar after the 
homily given by Pope Francis at the Mass of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (St. Peter's Basilica, 
12/12/2019), due to two affirmations: one 
referring to Mary's co-redemption at the 
beginning, and the other at the end about the 
generic request to proclaim new dogmas. 

The first thing to point out is the literary 
style: a homily not written, but spoken, without papers. 
Thus, yes, they are words of the Pope, which come from his 
heart, prepared and thought out, but not refined by the 
precision of a text that is written and published. Below 
is the video of the homily to better weigh up the Pope's 
words: 

Pope in Guadalupe Mass: Our Lady was not co-redeemer, 
but she mixed humanity. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQJ0RPdxieQ 

 

The second, much more important, is not to fall into 
sensationalist headlines that are imprecise, as for example 
reads on a website: "The Virgin Mary is not a coredemptrix 
and there is no need to 'waste time' with new dogmas, said 
the Holy Father in the Mass dedicated to the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, who has described the idea of this new dogma as 
"nonsense". 
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To be exact with the truth let us underline the 
following, first in relation to "Mary Coredemptrix": 

 

1 - The intention of the homily is not to address the 
question of whether Mary is or is not Coredemptrix, but to 
indicate that she is first and foremost a "disciple" of 
Christ, obedient in everything to him, and that she never 
sought first places or rivaled her Son, nor did she claim 
the titles of her Son. In this context she indicates that 
Mary wanted nothing for herself that belonged to her Son, 
the only Redeemer: "Faithful to her Master, who is her Son, 
the only Redeemer, she never wanted to take anything from 
her Son. She never presented herself as coredemptrix. No, 
a disciple. 

2 - The Pope does not say that Mary is not a 
Coredemptrix, but that she does not present herself as 
such. And it is true. Mary always presents herself as the 
humble servant of the Most High, both at the Annunciation 
of the Angel Gabriel ("Behold, I am the handmaid of the 
Lord") and at the Visitation to Elizabeth ("God has seen 
the humility of his handmaid"), where she also does not 
hide the great divine design over her ("The Mighty One has 
done great works for me"). Certainly, Pope Francis 
emphasizes that she is the perfect disciple, and it is in 
this that we should imitate her, for it is her greatest 
grace. 

3 - The fact that Mary does not present herself as 
Coredemptrix does not mean that she is not. Mary does not 
present herself as Immaculate, nor as assumed into heaven, 
and yet she is. The Pope does not enter into the theological 
reflection of whether or not the title of Coredemptrix 
corresponds to her; he simply exemplifies that during her 
life she did not claim such a title, nor did she do anything 
that was proper to her Son. 

4 - The term Coredemptrix has two meanings: "that which 
redeems with Christ (implies two redeemers)" and "that 
which collaborates with the Redeemer. The Pope indirectly 
alludes to the first meaning, which is the only one that 
would claim for Mary something of her Son: to be a redeemer 
like Him. This meaning, unworthy of Mary for rivaling 
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Jesus, is what we also reject in this Forum and, in general, 
in modern Mariology. We are therefore in perfect communion 
with the Holy Father on this point, because we understand 
Coredemption as an indispensable and unique collaboration 
for redemption. This takes nothing from her Redeeming Son, 
which is what the Pope criticizes, just as celebrating the 
feast of Mary Queen takes nothing away from her Son as King 
of the universe. 

5 - In his homily, the Pope mentions the titles that 
Our Lady receives, as something that her children do. He 
says that they are an expression of the filial love of 
Christians towards the Virgin, their Mother and Lady: "He 
always sought to praise her with new titles: they were 
filial titles, titles of the love of God's people, but they 
did not touch that woman-disciple at all". In fact, they 
are titles that do not eliminate the condition of disciple, 
just as neither does the title of coredemptrix in its 
second meaning. 

6 - After the titles the Pope mentions the title of 
Coredemptrix, precisely as an example of one of those 
titles that for filial love are attributed to her... but 
she does not criticize the fact that they are attributed 
to her! Nobody will stop praying the litanies of the rosary 
to listen to this homily! The Pope simply underlines that 
above all the titles, the first one that Mary wanted for 
herself, the one of disciple, stands out. 

7 - On the other hand, perhaps the Pope does not feel 
very attracted by the title "Coredemptrix"... but he does 
feel attracted by the title of "Mother", which he develops 
after speaking about Mary disciple: "Mary is our Mother, 
she is the Mother of our peoples, she is the Mother of all 
of us, she is the Mother of the Church, but she is also a 
figure of the Church. And she is the mother of our heart, 
of our soul. What the Pope affirms is exactly one of the 
conclusions that we are obtaining in our Forum: that the 
fundamental title of Mary, when we think of her 
collaboration for salvation, is that of Mother of humanity 
and of Christians. The other titles that may be related to 
redemption/salvation (co-redeemer, lawyer, mediator, 
helper, consoler, defender, protector...) are secondary 
and dependent on it. That is why the Pope, as is proper of 
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a homily, keeps the essential: "Mary woman, Mary mother, 
without any other essential title. The other titles - let 
us think of the Loretto Litany - are the titles of children 
in love who sing to the Mother, but do not touch the 
essentiality of Mary's being: woman and mother". 

Let us now reflect on the second statement, that of 
"declaring dogmas": 

The first thing to note is that it does not say so 
when talking about the title of "Coredemptrix", so they 
are not necessarily related, as some headlines claim. The 
Pope makes the mention at the end of the homily, 
underlining the third aspect that he sees in the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, her racial mixture: "She was mixed to be the 
Mother of all, she was mixed with humanity. Why? Because 
she crossbred with God. And that is the great mystery: 
Mary, Mother, crossbred to God, true God and true man, in 
her Son. 

It is then, after mentioning Mary's motherhood, that 
she says: "when they come to us with stories that we had 
to declare this, or do this other dogma or this, let us 
not get lost in foolishness: Mary is a woman, she is Our 
Lady, Mary is Mother of her Son and of the Holy Mother 
Hierarchical Church". Let us look at the following: 

- What's the Pope calling "getting lost in nonsense"? 
We can think that he is referring to the fact of pretending 
to proclaim new dogmas... but perhaps he is also referring 
to the content of what he is trying to proclaim. "Nonsense" 
seems to have here the meaning of "secondary things, which 
do not go to the center of what we should live". The Pope 
is not forbidding us to ask him for new dogmas, but he 
gives it as a fact that happens or is going to happen... 
but what he does say clearly is that nothing should 
distract us from what is essential, from what Mary is above 
all. And there she again mentions the centrality of her 
divine maternity and of all humanity, the Gordian nucleus 
of the truth that we want to deepen in this Forum and in 
the so-called 5th Marian dogma. Throughout the twentieth 
century, it has focused precisely on the maternity of Mary, 
leaving in a subordinate place the titles of Mediatrix and 
Coredemptrix, which in the past occupied the central 
theological place. 
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- With regard to the personal position of Pope Francis 
and the proclamation of the 5th Marian dogma, it certainly 
gives the impression that he has no special disposition to 
proclaim it. But this should come as no surprise to anyone, 
for it is normal. If the Pope considered that it should be 
proclaimed, he would have already done so. And if he has 
not done so, it is because he does not see it. That is why 
there are people who, believing that dogma is a good for 
the Church and humanity, ask him to proclaim it and to give 
them his reasoning and motives. This has always been the 
case in the history of dogmas: they took centuries to 
proclaim. During those centuries the Popes did not judge 
it convenient, until the maturation of the theological 
reflection and the illumination of the Holy Spirit moved 
the corresponding Pope to proclaim the dogma: Pius IX in 
1854 (Immaculate Conception) and Pius XII in 1950 
(Assumption). 

- Therefore, if someone in his conscience believes 
that it is good for the Pope to proclaim a fifth dogma, it 
is a moral duty to let him know. In the same way that if 
the Pope, in conscience, sees that it is not a good for 
the Church, he should not proclaim it. Facing the right to 
ask is the right not to grant what is asked for, but both 
rights are maintained. Thus, whoever believes that he 
should ask, should ask. 

Will Pope Francis proclaim a fifth Marian dogma? 
Probably not, but thanks to this homily, we will know that 
if he does so it will not be by a favorable personal 
disposition, but by special divine grace. Will the 5th 
dogma ever be proclaimed in the future by another Pope? 
Only God knows. It is up to us to continue to deepen Mary's 
truth and salvation, to know and love her more, and to 
offer a profound reflection based on Revelation, Scripture, 
Tradition, the Magisterium, the saints... and with regard 
to asking for dogmatic proclamation, each one should act 
according to his conclusions and conscience, seeking the 
greatest good and always in communion and obedience to 
Peter's chair. 

Nothing without Mary! 

******************* 


